The 10th anniversary of Kent’s No Use Empty initiative is a cause for celebration not just in Kent but across the country.  So often empty homes initiatives come and go, reflecting short-term interest of a particular council member or an enthusiastic senior officer. Not so in Kent.  No Use Empty shows us what it means to have a long-term strategy and commitment to tackling empty homes.  It means planning, it means dedicated resources, it means monitoring outcomes, it means adjusting models to reflect experience…and all of that requires continuity.  The outcomes achieved, spelled out elsewhere in this Newsletter, are compelling. The fact that Wales has based its principality-wide Houses to Homes initiative on Kent’s loan scheme is testimony to the effectiveness of the models that Kent has pioneered.  The Empty Homes Network is all about practitioners supporting one another by sharing experience. When I speak at conferences I often give a very simple message: No Use Empty works: copy it. Kent can feel proud of what has been achieved; and we all need to promote the lessons learned.  
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